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tween theism and atheism, and is logically necessitated to elevate itself to the one or to descend to the other.1
When idealism is followed from Germany into France it becomes still more difficult to decide whether or not it is to be described as pantheism in any of the forms which it has there assumed. The Abb6 Maret, one of the historians of pantheism, represents not only M. Cousin but all the chief members of the Eclectic school as pantheists. This is, however, a very exaggerated view. M. Cousin himself can merely be charged with holding tenets which involve pantheism, not with explicitly teaching it; while the eclectics as a body have maintained the cause of theism with conspicuous zeal and talent The views of M. Renan as to Deity are so vague and incoherent that one hesitates to attach to them any name. He prays with rapt devotion to the Father, the Father in heaven, and we fancy we are overhearing the supplications of a Christian theist; he vows, " I think there is not in the universe an intelligence superior to that of man," and we conclude that he is an atheist; he asks, "Who knows if the highest term of progress after millions of ages may not evoke the absolute consciousness of the universe, and in this consciousness the awakening of all that lived ?" and we answer here is 1 See Appendix XXXIX.